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Destination of the day: Bolivia 

August 6, 2012

 
 

Destination of the Day: Bolivia, a country in South America 

celebrates its Independence Day. It was on August 6, 1825, after 

Simón Bolívar and Antonio José de Sucre’s decisive victory for 

independence from Spain in 1824 at the Battle of Ayacucho, that 

the territory we know today as Bolivia formally separated from 

Perú and became an independent state. The declaration of 

independence was proclaimed in a city which today bears 

Antonio José de Sucre’s name, Sucre, Bolivia’s constitutional 

capital. On this day we congratulate our Bolivian friends and 

invite you to discover one of the country’s most fascinating 

natural spots, the Salar de Uyuni. 
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The magnificent Salar de Uyuni is the world’s largest salt flat 

with an area of 12,000 km2. It is located at an altitude of 3,656 m 

(11,995ft) above sea level in the Andes Mountains of southwest 

Bolivia. The natural beauty of this place, its endless horizons 

and the reflection of light on its surface attracts hundreds of 

visitors each year, making it one of the most visited places in 

Bolivia. 

 

The surface is a source of salt from which 25,000 tons are 

extracted each year. The crust also covers a pool of brine which 

is exceptionally rich in lithium, making the site one of the 

biggest sources of lithium in the world. Moreover important 

quantities of potassium, boron and magnesium are also found in 

the Salar. 

 

Now witness the magic of this place. This and much more await 

you in Bolivia. 

http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_p

ublic?profile=Bolivia 
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Destination of the day: Côte d’Ivoire 

August 7, 2012 

 
 

Destination of the Day: Côte d’Ivoire (English: Ivory Coast) is a 

country in West Africa. Today, August 7, Côte d’Ivoire celebrates 

its National Day, a date that marks the independence of the 

country from France in 1960. Happy National Day to our Ivorian 

friends! On this day Munduslingua invites you to learn about 

Zoblazo, a popular music style from Côte d’Ivoire, and listen to 

the most famous of its exponents, Freddy Meiway. 

 

Zoblazo is a music style and dance that developed in the city of 

Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire during the 1990s. Zoblazo music is a mixture 

of traditional rhythms from southern Côte d’Ivoire which uses 

modern instrumentation such as synthesizers and electronic 
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percussion. Often danced to with a white handkerchief, Zoblazo 

is characterized for its tunes full of hope and enjoyment of life.  

 

Freddy Meiway, the pioneer of Zoblazo music, has released a series 

of Zoblazo records from as soon as 1989. Meiway is known for 

having integrated several folk rhythms from both Ghana and 

Côte d’Ivoire and popularizing the mix ever after. Enjoy now 

Zoblazo by Freddy Meiway, the best exponent of this style.  

http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_p

ublic?profile=C%C3%B4te%20d'Ivoire 
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Destination of the day: Taiwan 

August 8, 2012 

 
 

Destination of the Day: Taiwan celebrates today Father’s Day or B

ā bā Day (爸爸節). This day is celebrated on the 8th because the 

number eight is pronounced “Bā,” very similar to the word “Bà” 

(爸) which means father. Today Munduslingua invites you to take 

a tour with us on Taiwan and learn more about this beautiful 

tradition. 

 

On this day the children give to their fathers flowers to 

congratulate them, show their respect and admiration. Most 

people make a special breakfast for their fathers, plan a family 

activity like going somewhere for a visit, and finish the day 

with a family dinner in a restaurant or at home. Taiwanese love 

to share this day with their families. We invite you to learn how 

to congratulate your own father in Mandarin too!  

http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_p

ublic?profile=Taiwan 
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Destination of the day: South Africa 

August 9, 2012 

 
 

Destination of the Day: South Africa is celebrating today its 

National Women’s Day.  

 

In 1956 a group of 20,000 South African women marched in 

Pretoria, South Africa to demand a change in South African law 

that required the “people of color” to carry a “Pass” everywhere 

they go under the Apartheid regime (1948-1994). This Pass 

restricted even more the freedom and liberties of black people 

because in case they did not carry it at all times or refused to 

show it to any white person, they were arrested.  

 

The women together collected more than 100,000 signatures in a 

petition written to Prime Minister J.G. Strijdom to change the 

Pass Law. This was an outstanding act of courage from the part 

of simple women who were fighting for their rights to be 

considered equal to white people, making this way an important 

http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_public?profile=South Africa
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step towards South Africa’s rights of equality. On this day, we 

commemorate and honor these great women who led a 

revolution towards gaining their rights.  

 

In 1994, August 9 was declared “Women’s Day” to exalt the courage 

present in the hearts of all these brave women. Come and explore 

more about South Africa and its Culture: 

http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_p

ublic?profile=South%20Africa 
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Destination of the day: Antigua and Barbuda 

August 10, 2012 

 
 

Destination of the Day: Antigua and Barbuda celebrated their 

Summer Festival Carnival on the 6th and 7th of August. We 

wanted to make a stop and show you what it’s all about! 

 

Originally a celebration of emancipation, the carnival in 

Antigua and Barbuda has become one of the best in the Caribbean. 

This beautiful celebration is worth experiencing on your own. 

Filled with typical dances, colorful dresses and traditional 

music, the carnival consists of two main parades. The first one is 

the children’s carnival parade where children of all ages dress 

in colorful outfits and do modern and traditional 

choreographies. Then there is the adult carnival where you can 

see lots of beautiful dancers and listen to great music (calypso 

and zouk) played with steel drums, a traditional instrument 

from the islands.  

 

http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_public?profile=antigua and barbuda
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Come and visit Antigua and Barbuda, a group of beautiful islands 

surrounded by crystal blue waters and 365 white sandy beaches! 

Come visit the Frigate bird Sanctuary in Barbuda, The Obama 

Mountain, Taste the black pineapple in Antigua, rest and meet 

their friendly local people!  

 

Watch now the Antigua Carnival Opening Parade 2011: 

http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_p

ublic?profile=antigua%20and%20barbuda 
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Destination of the day: Laos 

August 13, 2012 

 
 

Destination of the Day: Lao Issara (Day of the Free Laos). This 

holiday was created in 1945 by a nationalist political party to 

declare the country’s independence from France. Until that time 

Laos had been a French colony. From 1975 on the country has 

been under a communist government that has contributed to 

preserve the country as a jewel in Asia. Nowadays Laos is a 

growing country in the travel business, specializing in 

adventure and eco-tourism.  

 

In Laos You can go trekking in the jungle of the south-east area 

of Luang Prabang, Kayak through the great rivers Mekong, Nam 

Khan or the Nam Back, or go climbing at the mountain walls of 

Eagle Wall or Gecko Wall, both in the area of Luang Prabang. One 

http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_public?profile=Laos
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last activity to do: visit a center for the conservation of 

elephants and even try riding one of these beautiful animals! 

Don’t forget to check out the Lao Elephant Festival in February! 

Laos is definitely a great travel destination if you like to 

discover new cultures and have a sporty spirit!  

http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_p

ublic?profile=Laos 
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Destination of the day: Indonesia 

August 14, 2012 

 
 

Destination of the day: Indonesia, celebrates Pramuka Day. This 

day honors the national Scouting organization of Indonesia. 

On This day all members of the scouting group go out and 

march in a parade. The celebration of this day has contributed 

to unite all the smaller groups of scouts that operate 

throughout the country.  

 

On this day the scouts socialize and meet their fellow scouts, 

exchange experiences and create friendship bonds. During the 

day you will be able to attend different ceremonies and witness 

appreciation for the people who have helped in the development 

of the organization. Moreover the scouts usually choose a 

subject to concentrate on and create awareness of. Last year was 

the quality of air in Indonesia which is continuously hazarded 

by agricultural fires. By 2011, Indonesia had 17,103,793 scout 

members, making it the world’s largest Scout association and an 

http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_public?profile=Indonesia
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important part of the Indonesian community. Learn more about 

this beautiful country at: 

http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_p

ublic?profile=Indonesia 
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Photo title: Pramuka Day at the General Consulate of Indonesia 

in New York City 
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Destination of the day: India 

August 15, 2012 

 
 

Destination of the day: India, celebrates its Independence Day. In 

1947 India gained its freedom from Britain and since then the 

Indian people celebrate this important date with military 

parades and demonstrations, cultural activities and other 

festivities.  

 

During this holiday, the Indian flag is hoisted on houses and 

offices all over the country. This is done as a symbol of pride for 

the creation of the country and shows patriotism and national 

identity indifferent of caste or economic status. On this day 

Indians typically watch the Prime Minister’s speech and a big flag 

is raised in the emblematic Red Fort in Delhi.  

 

It is also usual for many Indians to dress up, decorate their cars 

and paint their faces with the colors of the Indian flag. 

Another tradition on this day is kite flying. Hundreds of people 

go out and fly their kites high up in the sky as a symbol of India’s 

freedom.  

http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_public?profile=India
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Get to know more about this amazing country:  

http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_p

ublic?profile=India 
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Destination of the day: Russia 

August 22, 2012 

 
 

Destination of the Day: August 22 marks a special date in Russia. 

National Flag Day, one of the country’s main state holidays, 

commemorates the events in 1991 when a tricolor, Russia’s 

current flag (white-blue-red), was raised over the Russian 

Supreme Soviet building.  

 

The reader must remember that at the time there was great stress 

in the region due to the reform program that Mikhail 

Gorbachev, the last head of State of the Soviet Union, was 

implementing. Leaders of the Communist Party of the Soviet 

Union, who deeply opposed the reform, attempted to take 

control of the country by staging a coup (19-21 August 1991). After 

the coup collapsed in two days and Gorbachev returned to 

government, the current Russian flag was raised as a symbol of 

the Russian state. The Russian white-blue-red flag replaced the 

Soviet flag with a hammer and sickle and in 1994 Boris Yeltsin, 

http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_public?profile=Russia
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the first president of the Russian Federation (official name of 

nowadays Russia), issued a decree to declare August 22 as an 

official holiday.    

 

Visit today Russia’s group on the Cultural Network to explore 

magic cities and places, learn basic Russian, discover Kievan Rus 

and much more: 

http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_p

ublic?profile=Russia 
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Destination of the day: Swaziland 

August 23, 2012 

 
 

Destination of the Day: Swaziland, a country in Southern Africa, 

holds annually in late August or early September an eight-day 

ceremony by the name of Umhlanga or Reed Dance due to the 

type of tall, grass-like plants that are used during the ceremony. 

During this time of the year Swazi unmarried girls from all over 

the country collect bundles of reed, dance and sing together 

and pay tribute to the “Ndlovukati” or the Queen mother.  

 

Munduslingua invites you today on a trip to Swaziland to learn 

more about this traditional Swazi ceremony and why it is 

celebrated. 

 

The Umhlanga or Reed Dance developed out of an old tradition 

where young girls gathered in a large group. Whenever a girl 

http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_public?profile=Swaziland
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became pregnant outside of marriage, the family had to pay a 

fine of one cow to the local chief. When the girls reached an 

age that was considered proper for marriage, they would 

engage in labor service for the Queen Mother, feast and dance.  

 

In today’s Swaziland the Reed Dance preserves many of these past 

traditions. Young, unmarried girls still get together, meeting 

nowadays at the Queen Mother’s Ludzidzini Royal Village. During 

this eight-day event the girls engage in work to help the Queen 

Mother repair the windbreaks around the traditional huts and 

join the princesses of the monarchy take their reed bundles to a 

place where they throw them, sing and dance in unison. On the 

eight day the king typically commands that a certain number of 

cattle be slaughtered for the girls. The girls then collect their 

portion of meat and finally return home.  

http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_p

ublic?profile=Swaziland 
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Destination of the day: Ukraine 

August 24, 2012 

 
 

Destination of the Day: Ukraine observes today its National Day, 

a day to commemorate the independence of the country from 

the Soviet Union in 1991. Happy celebrations to our friends in 

Ukraine! 

 

Visit Ukraine’s group on the Cultural Network to learn about 

this diverse and exciting European country. We invite you to 

help us promote your country too. Publish information inside 

your country’s group on Munduslingua while answering a 

simple question: what is typical of your country?   

http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_public?profile=Ukraine
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ublic?profile=Ukraine 
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Destination of the day: Moldova 

August 27, 2012 

 
 

Destination of the day: Moldova, celebrates its Independence Day 

from the Soviet Union in 1991. Today the country is a 

Parliamentary republic with a very rich and ancient culture 

that can be traced down to the principality of Moldavia in the 

14th century, which later became part of the Ottoman Empire.  

 

On this day, the Moldovans begin their celebrations by laying 

flowers around the statue of Prince Stefan the Great, the 

founder of the Moldovan state. Then the prime minister delivers 

a speech followed by a military parade.  At night fireworks are lit 

http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_public?profile=Moldova
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and people reunite in the main square of their towns to watch 

local singers, artist and other performers. Perhaps one of the 

nicest traditions on this day is to see people gather and circle 

dance to their folk music. Learn more about this beautiful 

country: 

http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_p

ublic?profile=Moldova 
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Photo title: Independence in Moldova 

Photo Source: http://john-savageau.com/2010/08/28/celebrating-
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Destination of the day: Macedonia 

August 28, 2012 

 
 

Destination of the day: Macedonia. This landlocked country is 
located in the Balkan Peninsula, in south Europe. The country is 
known for its scenic mountains and beautiful lakes. Lake Ohrid 
is considered to be one of the oldest lakes and biotopes in the 
World. Another worth visiting lake is Lake Mavrovo. It is 
situated in Mavrovo National Park and is visited by hundreds of 
tourist every year as a cool swimming and boating spot over 
summer.  

Don’t forget to visit the half-submerged church in the middle 
of the lake. Mountains in Macedonia range in a variety of 
different altitudes, having quite a lot above 2000m, making it 
perfect to practice sports such as alpinism, paragliding, 
climbing, hiking, canoeing, skiing in winter, and more.  If you 
like Archeology, Macedonia is your paradise. Due to its old 
history and proximity to Greece, you will be able to find 
Archeological sites such as the Aqueduct of Skopje, the ruins of 
the ancient roman city of Skupi, the Antique Theater  and 

http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_public?profile=Macedonia
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Trebenista’s graves in Ohrid, the ruins of the city of Stobi and 
Cocev Kamen (Tsote’s stone). Come and discover what other 
things this country has to offer:  

http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_gro
ups_public?profile=Macedonia 
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Destination of the day: Slovakia 

August 29, 2012 

 
 

Destination of the Day: Slovakia celebrates its National Uprising 
Day, honoring the Slovak heroes who commanded in 1944 an 
uprising to repel the Nazi invaders. This is a national holiday 
where flower wreaths are placed at the Slovak National 
Uprising Memorial in the city of Bratislava. Other important 
celebrations take place in the city of Banská Bystrica, which is 
known for having been the center of the resistance.  

The rebels, outnumbered by the Germans, fought against the 
invading forces until October 1944 when the Nazis took over 
Banská Bystrica and captured an important number of rebels and 
leaders. Although the rebels were defeated in a few weeks, the 
Slovak underground resistance movement continued until 1945 
when the country was occupied by the Soviet Union. At the 
Museum of the Slovak National Uprising (www.muzeumsnp.sk) you 
can visit and learn about this critical time in history.  

http://www.muzeumsnp.sk/
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Discover more about the history and culture of this beautiful 
country at:  

http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_gro
ups_public?profile=Slovakia 
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Photo title: Museum & Memorial of the Slovak National Uprising 

in Banská Bystrica 

 

Photo source:  

http://www.ww2museums.com/article/7995/Museum-en-Memorial-

of-the-Slovak-National-Uprising.htm?p=0 
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Destination of the day: Turkey 

August 30, 2012 

 
 

Destination of the Day: Turkey celebrates its Victory Day! 
This national holiday commemorates the victory of the 
Turkish army over the Greek army at the Battle of 
Dumlupınar, marking the end of the Turkish War of 
Independence in 1922. This is a day where Turkish people 
manifest their nationalism and pride. As you walk along 
the streets, you will be amazed to see Turkish flags hanging 
from windows and balconies. Even cars can be seen with 
flags as they drive by. 
 

http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_public?profile=Turkey
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Located between two continents, Turkey is a country full of 

history and culture, ready to be experienced.  It has been the 

center of many ancient civilizations, being heir to beautiful 

archeological sites and monuments. Surrounded by the Aegean 

and Mediterranean Sea, the country offers more than 8000km of 

crystal clear waters. Come and learn more about this hidden 

piece of paradise! 

http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_gro
ups_public?profile=Turkey 
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Photo source: http://www.holidaystoturkey.org/ 
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Destination of the day: Kyrgyzstan 

August 31, 2012 

 
 

Kyrgyzstan celebrates its Independence from the Soviet 
Union in 1991. The country, surrounded by China to the 
east, Kazakhstan to the north, Uzbekistan to the west and 
Tajikistan to the south, is known as the “Switzerland of 
Central Asia” due to its fascinating snowy mountains 
which are ideal for practicing ski and other winter 
sports.   
 
Kyrgyzstan hosts the fascinating Lake Issyk Kul, the world’s 
second largest mountain lake after Lake Titicaca in Peru.  
Other great tourist attractions are the Jailoo, a high 
summer pasture where you can hike or go on a horseback 
riding adventure. In addition visit different places used in 
the 15th century by the people traveling along the Great 

http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_public?profile=Kyrgyzstan
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Silk way. Don’t forget to visit also the Tash-Rabat Complex, 
a site of ancient settlements from the Middle Ages which is 
very well preserved located 60km from the village of At-
Bashi. Take a look at what other marvels await you in this 
country: 
http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_gro
ups_public?profile=Kyrgyzstan 
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Photo source:  

http://wandermom.com/international-escapades/community-

based-tourism-in-kyrgyzstan/ 
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If you enjoy these stories, please share the link to them with 

your friends and family 

http://www.munduslingua.com/destinations/august_2012.pdf 

 

Thank you for supporting munduslingua.com,  

The cultural network 
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