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Destination of the day: Curaçao
July 2, 2012

Destination of the Day: Curaçao, an island in the southern
Caribbean Sea celebrates Flag Day, a holiday for creating a
patriotic atmosphere on the island. Official ceremonies and a
wide variety of cultural activities take place on this special day
for Curaçaoans. As July’s first destination, Munduslingua travels
to the fascinating island of Curaçao and introduces you to its
many wonders.
Curaçao is a small island in the southern Caribbean Sea, located
just 40 miles off the coast of Venezuela. Aruba and Bonaire, its
immediate neighbors, are located respectively to the west and
east of the island.
Due to its influence by Dutch settlers, Curaçao has been called a
small piece of Northern Europe with Willemstad, its capital city,
compared to Amsterdam. The island is a unique blend of cultures,
architectural styles and food as a direct result of its
multiethnic society.
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Before European arrival in 1499, Curaçao was inhabited only by
Arawak Amerindians (indigenous people). From the 1500s on, the
island started to welcome people from Africa as well as regions
of Latin America, Asia and Europe. This makes of Curaçao a
multicultural society with some 55 ethnic backgrounds.
Curaçao is known for its crystal clear beaches where you can
enjoy the sunshine and have one of the most relaxing holidays.
For those who enjoy a little more action, water sports of any
kind are also widely available. In the evening you might as well
enjoy the night and go dancing. Beaches like “Mambo Beach” are
the center of Curaçao’s nightlife with restaurants, cafés, live
music and more.
All in all, Curaçao is a place for the senses where you can taste
the local cuisine, see the island’s nature and its various
landscapes, listen to the roaring sound of the sea, smell
tropical flowers and get a touch of the exciting Caribbean.
http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_p
ublic?profile=Curacao
References:
Photo title: Willemstad, Curaçao
Photo Source:
http://tripwow.tripadvisor.com/slideshow-photo/beautifulcolorful-curacao-willemstad-netherlandsantilles.html?sid=19065982&fid=upload_13004771263-tpfil02aw-27275
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Destination of the day: Colombia
July 3, 2012

Discovery of the Day: Colombia, a country in South America, is
known for its high biodiversity. The flora of Colombia alone is
unarguably one of the most beautiful aspects of the country.
More than 130.000 different plant species have been recorded
making Colombia the country with the highest density of plant
species
per
area
unit.
Join
Munduslingua
on
today’s
introduction to the rich flora of Colombia. You will see
nature’s full range of forms and colors in a series of brilliant
pictures.
http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_p
ublic?profile=Colombia
Photo title: Colombian orchids
Photo Source: Photo taken by the Munduslingua Team
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Destination of the day: United States
July 4, 2012

Destination of the Day: The United States celebrates on July 4 the
adoption of the Declaration of Independence, a document
signed by fifty-six men in 1776 which would bring freedom to all
Americans. Munduslingua wishes our Americans friends very
joyful Fourth of July celebrations and invites everyone else to
learn more about this important day in American history.
In 1776 a group of men met in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania for the
Second Continental Congress, a convention where the
delegates of the Thirteen Colonies, the colonies on the Atlantic
coast of North America, gathered to discuss the current
situation.
During this meeting the Thirteen Colonies, which had revolted
in the American Revolution a year before in 1775, debated and
revised a document that would grant independence from Great
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Britain to the American people. Although the legal separation
from Great Britain was done on July 2, the Thirteen Colonies
only approved the document on July 4.
The founders of America made this way the first great step into
their independence. However after July 4 the struggle for
independence was just about to start. Years of war were to come
until October 19, 1781, the day when the Siege of Yorktown came
to its end and General Lord Cornwallis, commander of the
British Army, surrendered to the American and French armies
that fought side by side. This last event is regarded as the
guarantee of American Independence even though the War of
Independence formally ended in 1783.
Munduslingua wishes happy Fourth of July celebrations to all
Americans around the world.
http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_p
ublic?profile=United%20States

References
Photo title: Declaration of Independence by John Trumbull
Photo Source:
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/15/Declaratio
n_independence.jpg
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Destination of the day: Algeria, Cape verde and Venezuela
July 5, 2012

Destination of the Day: Three countries in the world observe on
July 5 their Independence Day. By chronological order we first
find Venezuela’s “Cinco de Julio” holiday, Venezuela’s Declaration
of Independence from Spain in 1811. Secondly, we find Algeria’s
independence from France in 1962 marking the end of the
Algerian War (1954-1962). Finally we encounter the independence
of Cape Verde (an island nation in the central Atlantic Ocean
close to the coast of Western Africa) from Portugal in 1975.
Happy Independence Day to our friends in Algeria, Cape Verde and
Venezuela. We invite you to discover today these fascinating
countries on Munduslingua.
Algeria: http://bit.ly/Pac6mm
Cape Verde: http://bit.ly/Lyd9YH
Venezuela: http://bit.ly/N9j60e
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Destination of the day: Comoros and Malawi
July 6, 2012

Destination of the Day: The first week of July ends with two
additional countries in the world that also celebrate their
independence day. Ordered by date of independence, we find on
July 6 the independence of the Republic of Malawi from the
United Kingdom in 1964 and the independence of the Union of
the Comoros from France in 1975.
Happy Independence Day to all Malawians and Comorians. Join
Munduslingua on today’s trip to discover these magnificent
countries.
Comoros: http://bit.ly/RkRDK4
Malawi: http://bit.ly/LrlSAA
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Destination of the day: Palau
July 9, 2012

Destination of the Day: Today, July 9, is the Constitution Day of
Palau, a day to honor the ratification of Palau’s fundamental
governing principles. It was on this day in 1981, that Palau
approved its constitution and formally became the Republic of
Palau, one of the world’s youngest nations.
Munduslingua wishes all Palauans a very joyful Constitution Day
and invites everyone to join today’s trip to this incredible
island country.
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Palau is an archipelago in the North Pacific Ocean. Located
southeast of the Philippines, Palau consists of over 300 islands.
With a high diversity of marine species compared to many other
areas of similar size on the planet, Palau is home to a wide range
of coral and sea cucumber species, fish species and exquisite reefs.
Due to this outstanding variety of life, Palau is considered one
of the world’s top scuba diving sites.
Palau is also a country rich in culture and traditions with
music being one of the most noticeable aspects of Palauan
culture. Although Palauan music has its roots in Micronesia (a
subregion of Oceania), influences from the United States,
Western European music and Japan can also be found.
Traditional dances are highly developed and are performed by
village groups. Women dances are slow, formal and elegant
while men dances typically include war stances and stick dances.
Traditional dances can also include colorful chants and
clapping as you will see in the following video.
Welcome to Palau, a taste of Paradise.
http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_p
ublic?profile=Palau
References:
Photo title: A cluster of Grunts on reef in Palau by Lorry Heverly
Photo Source:
http://travelingmamas.com/?attachment_id=15550
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Destination of the day: The Bahamas
July 10, 2012

The Bahamas are a country in the Atlantic Ocean consisting of
more than 3,000 islands, cays and islets. It is a popular tourist
destination with a wide variety of hotels and leisure activities.
Whether you like a large island with many hotels and activities
or you prefer a smaller one with only a few accommodation
facilities, the islands of the Bahamas suit the needs of every kind
of person.
In addition Bahamian culture is rich and diverse. One of the
most significant cultural events of the Bahamas is the Junkanoo
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festival, the national cultural festival of the Bahamas. It is
celebrated during Christmas time with two parades, one on
Christmas and the other during New Year’s Eve. The event, one
that is considered to be in the soul of the Bahamian people, is a
big party full of music, costumes and dance.
This and much more await you in the Bahamas.
http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_p
ublic?profile=Bahamas
Photo title: Junkanoo dancer
Photo Source:
http://www.pgtraveltips.co.uk/news-offers/junkanoo-summerfestival-in-the-islands-of-thebahamas/3208/attachment/xbbb348176
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Destination of the day: Russia
July 11, 2012

Activity of the Day: Today we make a small pause to learn how to
make Russian pancakes. Learn how Russian pancakes differ from
American ones and how Russians normally eat them. Perhaps you
would like to try this new recipe for a meal with your friends
and family.
Making Russian pancakes. Typical Russian pancakes, known in
Russia as “bliny” (Russian: Блины), are thin and very much like
French crêpes. However bliny are even thinner. It is said that you
can read a newspaper through a good blin. Discover Russian
bliny and delight everyone at your table with this new recipe.
http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_p
ublic?profile=Russia
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References
Photo title: Pancakes with caviar
Photo Source:
http://russia-ic.com/culture_art/cuisine/1502/
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Destination of the day: Kiribati and São Tomé and Príncipe
July 12, 2012

Destination of the Day: Two countries celebrate on July 12 their
Independence Day. Ordered by year of independence we first find
the independence from Portugal in 1975 of São Tomé and Príncipe,
a Portuguese-speaking island nation located off the western
coast of Central Africa. Secondly we find the independence
from the United Kingdom in 1979 of the Republic of Kiribati, an
island nation located in the central Pacific Ocean. We wish very
happy Independence Day celebrations to our friends in Kiribati
and São Tomé and Príncipe.
In addition, Munduslingua the cultural network invites you to
learn about these two island nations, their rich culture and
their amazing places for relaxation.
Kiribati: http://bit.ly/PQSkO8
São Tomé and Príncipe: http://bit.ly/NmeMdG
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Destination of the day: Montenegro
July 13, 2012

Destination of the Day: Montenegro, a country located south
of the Adriatic Sea in Southern Europe, commemorates on July 13
Statehood Day (Montenegrin: Dan državnosti). This holiday
remembers two separate events in history. From one side we find
the recognition of Montenegro as an independent state in 1878
at the Congress of Berlin, a meeting by the Great Powers of
Europe of the time and whose aim was to reorganize the
countries of the Balkans. From the other side, we find on the
same day the uprising in 1941 of the Montenegrin people against
the Nazi occupiers.
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On the occasion of Statehood Day, Munduslingua takes you on a
trip to Montenegro to explore some of the most interesting
places to visit in the country.
http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_p
ublic?profile=Montenegro

References
Photo title: Sveti Stefan, Montenegro
Photo Source:
http://www.tourist-destinations.com/2011/06/montenegro.html
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Destination of the day: Cuba
July 16, 2012

Destination of the Day: Munduslingua starts this new week with
a visit to the island of the Son cubano to remember the great
Celia Cruz, one of the most successful salsa performers of the
20th century. Although Celia passed away on 16 July 2003, her
music continues to influence the lives of both young and older
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people and recalls that she is indisputably the most renowned
and influential female figure in the history of Cuban music.
Learn about the life, career and music of Celia Cruz on today’s
visit to Cuba.
Celia Cruz was born in Havana, Cuba on 21 October 1925. She was a
Cuban-American singer and actress who started her career in
Cuba and developed it afterwards in the United States after the
Cuban Revolution in 1959. She nevermore returned to Cuba.
Celia started her career in 1950 with a renowned Cuban
orchestra by the name of “Sonora Matancera.” During the
following 15 years she toured all over Latin America with the
orchestra and gradually became famous throughout the
Spanish-speaking world.
In the 1970s Celia joined a group named the Fania All-Stars with
which she made great success and toured around the world.
Her success would never leave her afterwards and she would
continue to give concerts until the last years of her life. Celia
Cruz died of brain cancer at her house in Fort Lee, New Jersey on
July 16, 2003. She was 77 years old.
Celia was the most famous Latin-American singer in the 20th
century. She was awarded many prizes during her career from
which we find gold and platinum records, three GRAMMY
Awards, four LATIN GRAMMY Awards and another number of prizes
from worldwide institutions. Moreover she appeared in about 10
different movies.
We will always remember Celia for her contagious happiness and
smile, her music, her philosophy of facing problems in life with a
positive attitude and her unforgettable catchphrase “¡Azúcar!”
(Spanish for “sugar”), a symbol of her view of life as something
you should enjoy as well as her pride of being Cuban.
http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_p
ublic?profile=Cuba
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References:
Photo title: Siempre Viviré (Album Cover)
Photo Source:
http://www.freecodesource.com/album-covers/B000050861--celiacruz-siempre-vivire-album-cover.html
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Destination of the day: Slovakia
July 17, 2012

Destination of the Day: Slovakia, a country located in Central
Europe commemorates on July 17 the Anniversary of its
Declaration of Independence (Slovak: VYroCie deklarácie o
zvrchovanosti SR). In order to understand the origin of this
day we must first understand that Slovakia used to be part of a
larger state by the name of Czechoslovakia. The fall of
Communist rule in Czechoslovakia in 1989 was followed by the
country’s dissolution into two successor states, the Czech
Republic and Slovakia. And it was on July 17, 1992 that Slovakia, led
by Prime Minister Vladimír MeCiar, declared itself a sovereign
state.
On this day Munduslingua invites you to Slovakia to discover
one of the largest medieval castle compounds in Central Europe,
the great Spiš Castle.
Spiš Castle (Slovak: Spišský hrad) is located to the east of the
town of Spišské Podhradie in north-eastern Slovakia. It is a
National Cultural Monument which makes part of the largest
castle compounds in Central Europe. The castle derives its name
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from the Spiš region, the historical territory in the north of
Slovakia. It was included in the list of UNESCO World Heritage
Sites in 1993.
The castle has a long history which dates back to its
construction in the 12th century. It was first owned by the
kings of Hungary and then passed to other noble families. Since
1945 it is owned by the Slovak State.
Nowadays the castle hosts a museum which documents its
history and displays an important number of medieval objects
and weapons. Moreover you can enjoy the landscape from the
hill on which the castle sits. All in all, Spiš Castle offers one of
the best opportunities in Slovakia to have on the same day a
lesson in Slovak history, a pleasant walk around the castle
complex and enjoy the view of Slovakia’s beautiful countryside.
Now tour around the castle and enjoy this wonderful place.
http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_p
ublic?profile=Slovakia
Photo title: Spiš Castle
Photo Source:
http://www.moddb.com/groups/european-union/images/spiskhrad-spis-castle2
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Activity of the day: Russian for beginners
July 18, 2012

Russia’s group on Munduslingua offers a video for those who
would like to have an introduction to the Russian language.
Learn
basic
words
and
phrases
as
you
practice
the
pronunciation with a native speaker.
We encourage you to upload video language lessons to your
country’s group on Munduslingua so that other people can also
learn your language. Register now on the first Cultural
Network:
http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_p
ublic?profile=Russia

References
Photo title: Russian Dolls
Photo Source: http://good-wallpapers.com/misc/18975
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Activity of the day: Survival Spanish Vocabulary
July 19, 2012

Activity of the Day: Munduslingua has released its first Survival
Vocabulary. This list of useful words and phrases teaches you
the basics of Spanish so that you can bargain and even order
drinks in a bar whenever you visit a Spanish-speaking country.
We invite you to help us translate this vocabulary into your
language so that we can add it to your country’s group on
Munduslingua. This way we can all contribute to having a
vocabulary at hand for every language in the world. For this
you would simply visit on Munduslingua the country you are
interested in and find its Survival Vocabulary.
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Find the vocabulary inside Spain’s group on Munduslingua:
http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_p
ublic?profile=Spain

References
Photo Source:
http://www.multilingual-bpo.com/wpcontent/uploads/2012/02/yohabloes-300x300.jpg
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Destination of the day: Colombia
July 20, 2012

Destination of the Day: Colombia commemorates on July 20 its
Declaration of Independence. A day of pride for all Colombians,
July 20 remembers the day in 1810 when the people of Santa Fe,
nowadays Bogotá, the capital of Colombia, made an outcry for
independence. This incident was originated after a seemingly
slight dispute between the Spanish merchant José González
Llorente and a Creole, a person whose ancestors were among the
first Europeans to settle in Colombian territory, who went to
ask permission to borrow from Llorente a flower pot for a
special occasion. After Llorente denied lending the flower pot,
the event was used as a pretext to begin an uprising against the
Spanish viceroy. The uprising led to the creation of the first
junta formed by locals and declaring independence from Spain.

www.munduslingua.com
Come and visit today Colombia’s group on Munduslingua to
learn about this magnificent country and stroll along the
streets of a colonial jewel: Villa de Leyva:
http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_p
ublic?profile=Colombia

References
Photo title: Llorente’s flower pot at the July 20 Independence
Museum of Bogotá, Colombia
Photo Source:
http://medicablogs.diariomedico.com/normapernett/?p=1827
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Artist of the day: Raúl Hurtado
July 23, 2012

Mundusradio, the radio station by Munduslingua.com is proud
to begin this new week with the promotion of artists from all
over the world.
We introduce you in the following radio program to the music
of Raúl Hurtado, a young Colombian composer whose music is
diverse and emotional. You will listen to 3 of his works plus 1 dj
mix of popular house music themes. The first song, “Chorinho”
(Portuguese for “little cry” or “little lament”) is a song inspired by
the Brazilian music style choró. Second you will listen to a
quartet in A flat minor for violin, cello, clarinet and piano.
Third an electronic music theme by the name of “A Hungarian
Lullaby,” and finally a fine dj mix. Enjoy:
http://www.munduslingua.com/mundusradio/raul_hurtado.mp3
Remember that you can also promote your music on
Mundusradio. It’s FREE. Listen to Mundusradio by using the
“Mundusplayer,” an application on Munduslingua, the Cultural
Network, to tune radios from all over the world and that you
can find in the left column on your Munduslingua profile.
Register on Munduslingua.com and listen to artists and bands
whose music no other radio station is probably playing.
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Band of the day: Mustard Latino
July 24, 2012

Band of the Day: Today Munduslingua is proud to introduce you
to Mustard Latino. Mustard Latino plays a combination of Salsa
and Latin Jazz themes from a variety of famous composers. Based
in London, UK, the band is a multicultural blend with members
from Colombia, England, Italy, Spain and Venezuela. Their intense
variety of rhythms creates an extraordinary atmosphere on and
off the dance floor. Enjoy today the best of Salsa and Latin Jazz
with Mustard Latino. You can contact Mustard Latino at
www.mustardlatino.com for more information.
In this program you will meet Tiberio, one of the members of
Mustard Latino, who will introduce you to three songs
performed by the band. First you will listen to “Salsa,” a song by
the Colombian composer Yuri Buenaventura. Second Tiberio
introduces us to Poncho Sánchez’s “Bien Sabroso” and he finishes
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with an American composer, Tito Puente, and his song “Ode to
Cachao.”
Listen to Mustard Latino here:
http://www.munduslingua.com/mundusradio/mustard_latino.m
p3
Remember that you can also promote your music on
Mundusradio. Simply contact us for more information. It’s FREE.

References
Photo title: Mustard Latino Members
Photo Source: http://www.mustardlatino.com/gallery.html
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Destination of the day: Tunisia
July 25, 2012

Destination of the Day: Tunisia celebrates on July 25 the
proclamation of the Tunisian Republic. It was on this day, one
year after Tunisia’s independence from France in 1956, that the
National Assembly abolished the monarchy and proclaimed the
Republic of Tunisia with Habib Bourguiba (Arabic:  ) يب ح ب يبas its
first president.
On this day Munduslingua travels to Tunis, the capital of Tunisia
to explore the beautiful Medina of Tunis, one of the first AraboMuslim towns of the Maghreb (698 A.D.).
The Medina of Tunis is a UNESCO World Heritage Site and
renowned tourist attraction in Tunisia. Considered one of the
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greatest and wealthiest cities in the Arab world during the
dynasties of the Almohads and Hafsids (12th to 16th century), the
Medina of Tunis is a testimony of Tunisia’s rich past.
This site displays all the features of an Arabo-Muslim city with its
exquisite central medina from the 8th century and suburbs to
the North and South from the 13th century. The area comprises
some 700 historic monuments from which we find the Zitouna
Mosque (oldest mosque in Tunis), the Kasbah Mosque (13th
century), the Youssef Dey Mosque (17th century), beautifully
decorated gates, famous marketplaces (souqs), the Dar el-Bey
palace and more.
Welcome to Tunisia and its many wonders.
http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_p
ublic?profile=Tunisia

References
Photo title: Zitouna Mosque and view of the medina
Photo source:
http://www.skyscrapercity.com/showthread.php?t=629631

www.munduslingua.com
Destination of the day: Liberia and the Maldives
July 26, 2012

Destination of the Day: Liberia and the Maldives celebrate today
their Independence Day. Ordered by year of independence, we
first find the independence of Liberia from the United States in
1847 and then the independence of Maldives from the United
Kingdom in 1965. Munduslingua congratulates both Liberians
and Maldivians on this special day and invites everyone to
explore these beautiful countries on the Cultural Network.
Access to countries:
Liberia: http://bit.ly/OfAcZb
Maldives: http://bit.ly/Nvdy2D
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Destination of the day: Puerto Rico
July 27, 2012

Destination of the Day: Puerto Rico, the island of enchantment,
remembers today the birthday of Dr. José Celso Barbosa, a
prominent political figure in the history of Puerto Rico. Dr.
Barbosa is known for having been throughout his life an
example of constant struggle for the dignity and equality of
all human beings, a pioneer of cooperation between people, an
outstanding professor and doctor, and a brilliant legislator.
On Dr. Barbosa’s birth anniversary Munduslingua invites you to a
UNESCO World Heritage Site of Puerto Rico, the magnificent Fort
San Felipe del Morro.
“Castillo San Felipe del Morro also known as Fort San Felipe del
Morro or Morro Castle, is a 16th-century citadel located in San
Juan, Puerto Rico.
The castle lies on the northwestern-most point of the islet of
San Juan, Puerto Rico. Named in honor of King Philip II of Spain,
the fortification, also referred to as ‘el Morro’ or ‘promontory’
(a long narrow area of high land that goes out into the sea),
was designed to guard the entrance to the San Juan Bay, and
defend the city of Old San Juan from seaborne enemies. In 1983,
during the Reagan Administration, the castillo was declared a
World Heritage Site by the United Nations in conjunction with
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the San Juan National Historic Site. Over two million visitors a
year explore the windswept ramparts and passageways making the
castillo one of Puerto Rico's main visitor attractions. Facing
the structure, on the opposite side of the bay, a smaller
fortification known as El Cañuelo complemented the castillo's
defense of the entrance to the bay.” – from Wikipedia Article
Welcome to Puerto Rico and one of its countless wonders.
http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_p
ublic?profile=Puerto%20Rico

References
Photo title: Castillo san felipe del morro
Photo Source:
http://recalibration.deviantart.com/art/Castillo-San-Felipe-delMorro-293356647
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If you enjoy these stories, please share the link to them with
your friends and family
http://www.munduslingua.com/destinations/july_2012.pdf
Thank you for supporting munduslingua.com,
The cultural network

=

