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Destination of the day: Russia
August 22, 2012

Destination of the Day: August 22 marks a special date in Russia.
National Flag Day, one of the country’s main state holidays,
commemorates the events in 1991 when a tricolor, Russia’s
current flag (white-blue-red), was raised over the Russian
Supreme Soviet building.
The reader must remember that at the time there was great stress
in the region due to the reform program that Mikhail
Gorbachev, the last head of State of the Soviet Union, was
implementing. Leaders of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union, who deeply opposed the reform, attempted to take
control of the country by staging a coup (19-21 August 1991). After
the coup collapsed in two days and Gorbachev returned to
government, the current Russian flag was raised as a symbol of
the Russian state. The Russian white-blue-red flag replaced the
Soviet flag with a hammer and sickle and in 1994 Boris Yeltsin,
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the first president of the Russian Federation (official name of
nowadays Russia), issued a decree to declare August 22 as an
official holiday.
Visit today Russia’s group on the Cultural Network to explore
magic cities and places, learn basic Russian, discover Kievan Rus
and much more:
http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_p
ublic?profile=Russia

References
Photo title: Ballerinas dance on Russia's national Flag Day in St.
Petersburg.
Photo Source: http://www.ronverzuh.ca/2011/02/25/russian-tea/
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Destination of the day: Swaziland
August 23, 2012

Destination of the Day: Swaziland, a country in Southern Africa,
holds annually in late August or early September an eight-day
ceremony by the name of Umhlanga or Reed Dance due to the
type of tall, grass-like plants that are used during the ceremony.
During this time of the year Swazi unmarried girls from all over
the country collect bundles of reed, dance and sing together
and pay tribute to the “Ndlovukati” or the Queen mother.
Munduslingua invites you today on a trip to Swaziland to learn
more about this traditional Swazi ceremony and why it is
celebrated.
The Umhlanga or Reed Dance developed out of an old tradition
where young girls gathered in a large group. Whenever a girl
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became pregnant outside of marriage, the family had to pay a
fine of one cow to the local chief. When the girls reached an
age that was considered proper for marriage, they would
engage in labor service for the Queen Mother, feast and dance.
In today’s Swaziland the Reed Dance preserves many of these past
traditions. Young, unmarried girls still get together, meeting
nowadays at the Queen Mother’s Ludzidzini Royal Village. During
this eight-day event the girls engage in work to help the Queen
Mother repair the windbreaks around the traditional huts, join
the princesses of the monarchy take their reed bundles to a
place where they throw them, sing and dance in unison. On the
eight day the king typically commands that a certain number of
cattle be slaughtered for the girls. The girls then collect their
portion of meat and finally return home.
http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_p
ublic?profile=Swaziland

References
Photo title: Umhlaga/Reed Dance
Photo Source:
http://kenyannomad.wordpress.com/2010/09/02/the-umhlangareed-dance-part-1/dscf3273-2/
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Destination of the day: Ukraine
August 24, 2012

Destination of the Day: Ukraine observes today its National Day,
a day to commemorate the independence of the country from
the Soviet Union in 1991. Happy celebrations to our friends in
Ukraine!
Visit Ukraine’s group on the Cultural Network to learn about
this diverse and exciting European country. We invite you to
help us promote your country too. Publish information inside
your country’s group on Munduslingua while answering a
simple question: what is typical of your country?
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http://www.munduslingua.com/chat/index.php/profile_groups_p
ublic?profile=Ukraine

References
Photo title: Kiev
Photo source:
http://www.ukrainebusiness.com.ua/news/6038.html
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If you enjoy these stories, please share the link to them with
your friends and family
http://www.munduslingua.com/destinations/week_IV_august.pdf
Thank you for supporting munduslingua.com,
The cultural network
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